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Dear friends in Christ,

as we look to the future of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, we do so with 
great hope.  a first-ever, diocesan-wide campaign has been under 
discussion for some time.  Our next step is to conduct a planning 

study this fall.  Please take a few minutes to look over the proposed goals and 
examples of needs so that we can gather your feedback and determine our 
level of support for a capital campaign that would primarily address the needs 
of each parish in our diocese.  Should we choose to move forward with a 
capital campaign effort, we also plan to address the most pressing needs of our 
diocese and our Catholic schools.  The diocese is strong only when its parishes 
are strong so it is of greatest priority that we meet the needs of our parishes.  
This is why we are embarking on this crucial campaign planning process.

Thank you in advance for your guidance and your insight. Please be assured 
that you and your family are in my daily prayers. Please pray for me and our 
diocese as well. Remaining one with you in the Joy of the Gospel, I am

Faithfully yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Bishop of Kalamazoo



support for diocesaN iNitiatives  l  $9.5 million

the parish community is at the center of our faith.  Strong and vibrant parish families allow us to continue the diocesan 
mission to: Renew Faith, Build Communion and Inspire Hope.  a significant percentage of the funds raised at each parish 
through a capital campaign will be returned to the parish to address specific and important needs as decided by the 

pastor and parish leadership.  Parish goals could include any number of initiatives such as:
•	 Capital improvements to parish facilities, including technology additions and upgrades
•	 tuition assistance for Catholic schools
•	 Marketing and promotion programs to advance Catholic schools
•	 Enhancing existing and/or creating new parish ministries
•	 Reducing debt
•	 growing endowments

Priest retirement housing l $3.5 million
The priests of our diocese dedicate their lives in service of the lord.  Our diocese is committed 
to honoring our priests with a dignified retirement and the assurance of housing.  We plan to:
•	 Provide a retirement income and health care to our priests by fully funding the clergy 

retirement fund.
•	 Develop a retirement center that would house up to eight priests at a time, with campaign 

funds to provide operational dollars for the next ten years.

st. augustine cathedral and surrounding facilities l $4 million
The Cathedral is the Mother Church of the Diocese of Kalamazoo and symbolizes the glory of god 
and the Church.  adjacent to the Cathedral are the Diocesan Pastoral Center with the office of Bishop Bradley and also the 
Cathedral parish school.  The office of Bishop Bradley and the diocesan staff provide critical support to parishes and the 
diocese itself.  Capital improvements to the Cathedral and surrounding facilities include:
•	 Renovation and updating of the Cathedral, which serves as the critical focal point for dozens of annual 

diocesan liturgical celebrations with the bishop.  updates include structural repairs, painting, 
improved seating and sight lines, improved flow and access.

•	 improving the diocesan offices and connecting building on the north side with modest building 
updates, configuring rooms for parish support programs and training/orientation programs 
and a technology upgrade to enable direct a/V connections (for seminars, training, 
meetings etc.) with all parishes and schools.

•	  Creating a more welcoming, prayerful and reflective “home” for the diocese by integrating 
the Cathedral and surrounding buildings into a seamless community benefiting all those 
who visit.  improvements include clear and harmonious signage, well-marked parking, 
lighting and other amenities to ensure a safe and welcoming environment for all.  

catholic school education l $2 million
The cost of providing Catholic school education continues to be a 
challenge for our families and parishes.  Families should never be 
denied access to outstanding Catholic education for their children 
because of financial hardship.  This campaign would:
•	   Provide the seed money for the Bishop’s Scholarship fund 
     which will provide tuition assistance to families wishing to 
     send their children to Catholic schools.

support for iNdividual Parish Needs  l  $17.5 million


